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At  the  Anniverfary  Meeting  of  the  Governors 
and  Subfcribers  to  the  County  Infirmary  in 
Northampton^  on  Thurfday,  Odt  24,  1745? 

AGREED ,  That  the  Thanks  of  the  Society  he 
gtven  to  the  Rev .  Mr .  Holme?  for  his  Ser¬ 
mon  preach’d  that  Day  before  them  ;  and  that  He  he 
defined  to  grant  his  Permiffion  to  have  it  printed 
immediately . 

Thomas  Drury,  Chairman , 


Publi/hed  by  Order  of  the 
Governors,  to  be  fold 
for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Charity.  ^ 

H.  Woolley,  Sets 


T  O 

The  Moft  Noble 

JOHN  Duke  of  Montacu, 
Grand  Vi  jit  or , 

The  Right  Honourable 

JAMES  Earl  of  Northampton, 
Perpetual  Prefident , 

The  Right  Reverend 

The  Lord  Bilhop  of  Peterborough ± 

AND 

The  reft  of  the  GOVERNORS 
of  the  County  Infirmary 
at  Northampton, 

This  Sermon  is  moft  humbly  de¬ 
dicated 

B  Y 

Their  moft  Obedient  Servant , 

Wellingbo¬ 
rough,  061. 
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THOMAS  HOLME. 
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LUKE,  xvi.  9. 

And  I  fay  unto  you ,  Make  to  your- 
felves  Friends  of  the  Mammon 
of  Unrighteoujnefs  ;  that  whe?t 
ye  fail \  they  may  receive  you  into 
everlafing  Habitations «, 

THESE  Words  are  the  Applica¬ 
tion  of  the  remarkable  Parable  of 
the  unjuft  Steward ;  who  was  ac- 
cufed  to  his  Mafter  for  profufely  wafting 
an  Eftate,  which  had  been  entrufted  to  his 
Care  and  Management  to  improve,  and  was 
therefore  called  upon  to  give  up  his  Ac¬ 
counts,  in  Order  to  his  being  difcharged 
from  his  Stewardfhip.  Hereupon,  he  im¬ 
mediately  confiders  with  himfelf,  what 
Courfe  he  had  beft  take  to  provide  a  Sub- 
fiftence,  after  he  was  turn’d  out  of  his 
Office.  To  work  he  had  not  been  ufed ; 
and  to  beg  he  was  afhamed ;  and  therefore 
he  very  wifely  refolves,  to  make  himfelf 
Friends  aforehand  among  his  Lord’s  Debtors, 
by  taking  a  favourable  Account  of  them,  and 
remitting  a  considerable  Part  of  what  was 

due. 


J 


due,  that  fo  they  might  be  induced  to  be 
kind  to  him  in  his  Neceffity.  This  Con¬ 
trivance  of  the  Steward  coming  to  his  Ma¬ 
iler’s  Knowledge,  he  commends  him  for  his 
Policy  and  Prudence,  in  providing  fo  well 
for  his  own  future  Maintenance. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  obferve,  that  there 
is  no  Neceffity  for  fuppofmg  (as  Interpreters 
generally  do  upon  this  Place)  that  this  Adi 
of  the  Steward,  in  under-rating  the  Ac¬ 
counts  of  his  Lord’s  Debtors,  and  remitting 
a  Part,  was  an  Adi  of  Injullice,  with  In¬ 
tention  to  defraud  :  *  For  it  is  only  on  the 
Account  of  his  former  Behaviour,  that  he 

is 


*  Charity ,  which  properly  fignifies  Univerfal  Love  and 
Good  Will,  has  by  frequent  Ufe  been  confined  to  xhe  parti¬ 
cular  Senfe  of  Charity  to  the  Poor .  And  great  indeed  are 
the  Promifes  which  are  made  in  Scripture  to  this  fingle 
Branch  of  Charity,  in  particular :  It  is  Ailed  by  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  St.  Luke  xvi.  9.  A  making  to  our/elves  Friends  of  the 
Mammon  of  Unright eoufnefs,  that  when  we  fail,  they  may 
receive  us  into  evcrlafing  Habitations.  Upon  which  Ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Parable  of  the  unjuft  Steward,  I  cannot  but 
obferve  by  the  Way,  that  his  remitting  to  his  Lord’s  Deb¬ 
tors  a  Part  of  their  Debts,  ought  not  to  be  underftood  (as 
It  ufually  is)  to  have  been  a  defrauding  of  his  Lord  ;  for  it 
Is  only  upon  his  former  Behaviour,  that  the  Text  charges 
him  with  Injullice  :  But  in  this  lafl  A&ion,  He  feems  to 
.  be  reprefented  as  obliging  his  Lord’s  Debtors  out  of  what 
He  Himfelf  was  full  to  account  for  :  For  which  Reafon, 
our  Saviour  compares  his  Security  to  himfelf  by  a  timely 
Bounty  the  Friendlhip  of  thofe  Debtors,  (He  compares  it) 
to  Our  laying  up  for  ourfelves,  by  Works  of  Charity  and 
Beneficence  here  on  Earth,  a  Treafurc  hereafter  in  the 
Heavens . 

Dr.  Clark’s  Sermons,  (8vo).  Vol.  III.  p.  283^ 
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is  charged  with  Injuftice,  in  this  Particular 
his  Lord  exprefly  commends  him,  becaufe 

he  had  done  wifely i - not  added  out  of  a 

Principle  of  knavifh  Cunning,  but  like  a 
wife  and  prudent  Man,  who  was  willing  to 
favour  his  Lord’s  Debtors,  out  of  a  Part,  of 
what  himfelf  was  obliged  afterwards  to  ac¬ 
count  for  to  the  full.  And  this  Reprefen- 
tation  of  the  Paffage  fufficiently  anfwers  the 
Parallel  intended  by  our  Saviour ;  for  he 
compares  this  Man’s  fecuring  to  himfelf  the 
future  Friend  (hip  of  thofe  Debtors,  by  a 
well-concerted  and  timely  Bounty,  to  our 
laying  up  for  our  felves  a  Treafure  hereafter  in. 
the  Heavens,  by  the  Performance  of  Adds 
of  Charity  and  Beneficence  here  upon  Earth  • 
and  accordingly  exhorts  all  his  Followers, 
to  imitate  the  like  wife  and  prudent  Con¬ 
duct,  with  Regard  to  their  everlafting  Con¬ 
cerns,  in  the  Words  of  the  Text.  And  1 
fay  unto  you ,  make  to  your  felves  Friends  of 
the  Mammon  of  Unright eoufnefs ;  that  when 
ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  into  everlafting 
Habitations . 

There  is  nothing  very  difficult  in  the 
Words,  only  it  may  be  proper  to  take  No¬ 
tice,  that  by  the  Mammon  of  Unright  eouf- 
nefs ,  we  can  hardly  underftand  Riches  un¬ 
juft  ly  got,  or  that  it  was  our  Saviour’s  In¬ 
tention  to  command  his  Difciples  to  give 
fuch  Wealth  away  in  Charity 5  becaufe  in 

B  that 


,  [4] 

that  Cafe,  undoubtedly  Reftitution  is  the 
proper  Duty  of  a  Chriftian.  But  the  Ma- 
mon  of  TJnrighteoufnefs ,  I  rather  think,  is 
what  the  Scripture  in  other  Places  calls 
deceitful  Riches ,  •f  Riches  that  generally 
turn  to  no  certain  good  Account,  but  are 
expended  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  deceives  and 
fruftrates  our  Expe&ation  j  —  Riches  that 
are  Superfluous  to  the  Neceffities  of  our 
prefen t  Condition,  and  which  if  not  laid 
out  in  Afts  of  ufeful  Charity,  are  ufually 
difpofed  of  to  no  good  Purpofe,  but  fquan- 
dered  away  in  Vanity,.-  or  Luxury ;  and  are 
fo  far  from  contributing,  or  being  made 
Friends,  either  to  our  prefen t  or  future 
Happinefs,  that  they  often  prove  the  Bane 
and  Ruin  of  both. 

Thefe  uncertain  Riches  we  are  com¬ 
manded  fo  to  difpofe  of  in  this  Life,  that 
when  we  fail ,  i.  e.  when  all  thefe  tranfltory 
Comforts  forfake  us,  when  this  World  and 
all  the  Glories  of  it  fade  and  vanifh,  when  ei¬ 
ther  it  leaves  us,  or  we  leave  it ;  then  they 
may  receive  us  into  everlafting  Habitations ; 
which  laft  Words,  They  may  receive  us, 
may  either  iignify,  thofe  Friends  we  have 
made  to  our  felves  by  a  religious  and  chari¬ 
table 

\ 

f  Md(/.wu  Trie  <zj cannot  fignify  Unrighteous,  or 
Ill-gotten,  but  falfe  and  traniitory  Wealth ;  as  is  evideag 
from  Verfe  u.  where  Mtpetva  cIDkov  is  oppofed,  note® 
but  to  uAtiSivbp. 

Clarke's  Paraphrafe  in  Loc. 
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table  Difpofal  of  our  worldly  Wealth,  viz. 
the  Poor,  and  on  their  Account  our  Saviour 
Chrift,  who  has  promifed,  that  whatever 
we  do  in  this  Way  to  the  Lead  of  thcfe  his 
Brethren  (for  fo  he  condefcends  to  ftile  the 
Poor)  he  will  accept  of,  and  reward,  as 
done  to  himfelf :  Thefe  Friends  will  receive 
us  into  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven,  Or  elfe 
the  Greek  Words  here  tranflated,  They  may 
receive  you  ||  may  be  rendered  imperfonally, 
ye  may  be  received,  and  then  the  Senfe  of 
the  Text  will  be-— I  advife  you  to  make 
fuch  Provision  for  your  future  Happinefs, 
by  fo  difpofing  of  the  perifhing  Riches  en- 
trufted  to  your  Management  in  this  World, 
in  Adts  of  ufeful  Charity ;  that  when  all 
thefe  earthly  Comforts  fail,  on  the  Account 
of  thefe  your  good  Deeds,  ye  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  everlafting  Habitations,  in  the 
World  to  come. 

In  the  Text  thus  explained,  we  have 
Firft,  A  Duty  enjoin’d  by  our  Saviour 
in  thefe  Words,  Make  to  your  felves  Friends 
of  the  Mammon  of  Unright  eouftnefs .  And, 
Secondly,  A  very  ftrong  Motive  and  En¬ 
couragement  to  put  this  Duty  in  Pradlice ; 
Fhat  when  ye  fail ,  they  may  receive  yon  into 
everlafting  Habitations . 

My  Bufinefs  therefore  at  this  Time  fhall 
be 


B  2  L  To 


j|  Vide  Hammond  in  Loc. 
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I.  To  confider  the  Nature,  Meafure,  and 
Extent  of  the  Duty  commanded  in  the  Text. 

II.  To  urge  the  general  Practice  of  it, 
by  fuch  Arguments  and  Motives  as  are 
proper.  And, 

III.  To  apply  it  to  the  particular  Oc~ 
cafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting. 

I.  I  am  to  confider  the  Nature,  Mea¬ 
fure,  and  Extent  of  the  Duty  commanded 

in  the  Text. 

Now  the  Duty  we  are  here  commanded 
to  put  in  Practice,  (as  is  evident  from  what 
has  already  been  hinted  in  opening  the  Text) 
is  that  of  Alms-giving,  or  Liberality  to  the 
Poor.  The  being  free  and  ready  to  part 
with  our  Wealth,  according  to  the  Propor¬ 
tion  GOD  has  bleffed  us  with,  on  every 
juft  Qccafion  of  real  and  ufeful  Charity : 
Whether  that  Charity  be  of  a  publick  or  a 
private  Nature,  whether  it  extends  only  to 
particular  Objects,  or  is  calculated  for  the 
general  Good,  for  the  making  a  ftanding 
Frovifion  for  the  Poor,  or  indeed  of  any 
other  Way  contributing  to  fupply  the  Ne- 
ceffities,  and  to  promote  or  increafe  the 
Well-being  of  Mankind.  Bounty  to  the 
Poor  is  what  in  common  Language  we  call 
Charity,  tho^  the  Scripture  Signification  of 
that  Word  is  very  different,  as  is  evident 
from  St.  Paul,  who  fuppofes  that  we  may  give 
all  cur  Goods  to  jecd  the  Poor ,  and  yet  want 


[  7] 

Charity ;  §  fo  that  Charity  in  the  Scripture 
Senfe  of  the  Word,  is  the  lame  as  Univer- 
fal  Love  and  Benevolence,  and  where  that 
divine  Virtue  is  the  Root  and  Principle, 
this  of  Alms-giving  is  one  of  its  faireft 
Branches,  one  of  its  beft  and  goodlieft  Effedts; 
and  hence  it  has  not  undefervedly  engrofled 
the  very  Name  of  Charity  itfelf. 

TheMeafure  and  Extent  of  this  great  Duty 
of  our  Religion,  may  in  a  good  Degree  be 
collected  from  the  noble  and  generous  Prin¬ 
ciple  from  whence  it  flows,  which  is  univerfal : 
Various  as  are  the  feveral  Wants  and  Mife- 
ries  of  Mankind,  and  extenfive  as  our  own 
Abilities  and  Opportunities  of  relieving  them. 
Give,  fays  our  Saviour,  to  every  Man  that 
ajketh  of  thee ;  and  agreeable  to  this  Pre¬ 
cept  was  his  own  Example;  for  he  went 
about  doing  good ;  the  conftant  Employment 
of  his  Life,  was  to  heal  the  Sick,  and  cure 
the  Difeafed,  to  give  Eyes  to  the  Blind, 
and  Feet  to  the  Lame,  to  make  Deaf  hear, 
and  the  Dumb  to  fpeak,  and  in  the  Ex- 
preflion  of  all  other  Adis  of  Love  and 
Compaflion  to  a  miferable  and  helplefs 
World :  And  the  beft  Direction  we  can  fol¬ 
low  is  to  obey  his  Command,  and  as  we 
have  him  for  an  Example,  to  go  a?id  do 
Likewife  But  who  is  fufficient  forthefe 

Things  ? 

f  ' 

§  i.  Cor.  xiii.  3.  U  Luke  vi.  30.  %  Luke  x.  37. 
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Things  ?  What  Man  is  able  to  give  Relief 
to  every  one  that  afks  for  it  ?  Who  can  cure 
all  the  Sick,  feed  all  the  Hungry,  and  cloath 
all  the  Naked,  and  adminifter  Comfort  to 
every  other  Diftrefs  that  happens  within  the 
Compafs  of  his  Notice  and  Obfervation  ? 
There  is  a  Neceflity  then  of  interpreting 
our  Saviour’s  Precept,  not  according  to  the 
ft ridt  Letter,  but  with  an  equitable  Limita¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  Practice  of  this  Duty  mu  ft 
in  all  Reafon  be  reftrained  to  proper  Objects, 
and  be  limited  by  our  own  Abilities.  For 
fome  may  afk  Relief  through  Covetoufnefs, 
when  they  do  not  want  it,  and  fure  it  can 
be  no  Charity  to  give  to  fuch  :  Others,  tho* 
they  may  be  needy  enough,  yet  by  no 
Means  deferve  to  be  relieved ;  fuch  I  mean, 
are  thofe  that  are  very  well  able  to  main¬ 
tain  themfelves  in  fome  lawful  Employment, 
but  chufe  to  beg,  either  becaufe  that  is 
the  eafieft  Way  of  getting  a  Livelihood, 
or  elfe  they  find  by  Experience,  they  can 
procure  themfelves  better  Subfiftence  by 
begging,  than  they  could  earn  by  honeft 
Induftry :  And  fuch,  I  doubt  for  the  moll  Part, 
are  the  common  wandring  Beggars ;  whom 
to  relieve,  mav  indeed  be  an  Inftance  of 
Compailioii  and  Good-nature,  but  fure  it  is 
a  very  miftaken  one  of  Charity.  The  pro¬ 
per  Charity  to  fuch  Beggars,  is  to  put  the 
Laws  in  Execution,  and  to  oblige  them  by 

due 
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due  Correction  to  labour  for  their  Living, 
and  from  the  Pelts  and  Nufances  of  So¬ 
ciety,  to  become  ufeful  Members  of  the 
Commonwealth,  But  to  give  Alms  to 
thefe  diforderly  Walkers ,  who  work  not  at 
all ,  *  is  to  maintain  them  in  Idlenefs,  and 
thereby  to  encourage  them  in  their  infamous 
Courfe  of  Life ;  and  is  fo  far  from  being  a 
Duty  of  Chriltian  Charity,  that  it  is  exprelly 
forbidden  both  by  the  Laws  of  our  Country, 
and  the  Laws  of  our  Religion :  And  St. 
Paul's  Direction,  concerning  fuch  idle  and 
diffolute  Perfons,  is  very  juft,  That  if  any 
Mail  would  not  work ,  neither  Jhould  he 
eat 

The  only  Way  then  of  turning  our  Alms 
into  the  right  Channel,  is  wholly  to  with¬ 
draw  them  from  thefe  lazy  Vagrants,  and 
to  apply  them  to  the  Relief  of  the  helplefs 
Poor.  Such,  as  either,  by  Reafon  of  their 
Infancy,  are  incapable  of  earning  a  Sub- 
fiftence ;  or  fuch  grown  Perfons,  whom 
Age,  or  Lofs  of  Limbs,  or  Sicknefs  have 
dilabled.  Thefe  are  the  true  and  proper 
ObjeCts  of  our  Charity,  and  moft  deferving 
of  our  compaflionate  Regard ;  and  to  fee 
fuch  ready  to  perilh  for  Want  of  Relief,  is 
a  Reproach  to  our  Nation,  and  a  Scandal  to 
our  Religion :  Thele  poor  Creatures  whe¬ 
ther  they  fpeak  to  11s  or  no,  may  be  truty 

faid 

f  2  <TkeJJ',  iii,  u.  f  2  'The]]',  iii,  io, 
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faid  to  afky  and  that  too  in  the  moil  moving 
and  importunate  Manner;  their  miferable 
and  helplefs  Condition  cries  aloud  in  their 
Behalf,  tho*  themfelves  perhaps  may  be 
filent.  It  is  then  the  Mifery  and  Neceffity 
of  Mankind,  that  entitle  them  to  our  Be¬ 
neficence  ;  and  therefore  our  Charity  ought 
to  be  free  as  the  Light,  not  confined  to  a 
few  particular  Favourites,  or  within  the 
narrow  Limits  of  our  own  Parties,  and 
Perfwafions,  of  our  own  Kindred  and  Ac¬ 
quaintance,  no  nor  yet  to  thofe  of  our  own 
Nation  and  Country,  but  mull:  be  extended 
to  all  in  general,  who  bear  the  fame  Species 
with  our  felves ;  and  every  one,  who  is  in 
great  Want  of  Relief,  and  unable  to  pro¬ 
cure  it  for  himfelf,  has  an  unqueftionable 
Right  to  a  Part  of  our  Subftance,  provided 
we  are  fenfible  that  our  Alms  will  do  him  a 
real  Good,  and  our  felves  no  great  Pre¬ 
judice. 

But  tho*  this  Principle  of  Charity  be  lb 
extenlive,  yet  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Practice  can  ever  be  equal  to  it ;  and  it 
is  impoffible,  let  a  Man’s  Circumftances  be 
what  they  will,  to  relieve  every  proper 
Objeft  that  comes  in  his  Way ;  and  there¬ 
fore  it  mu  ft  be  left  to  every  one's  Choice, 
to  make  fuch  a  Preference,  as  his  own  Pru¬ 
dence  and  Difcretion  fhall  direct  him,  agree¬ 
able  to  the  Apoftle’s  Rule,  who  commands 


[ "  ] 

us  to  do  good  to  all  Meny  but  more  especially 
to  thofe  that  are  of  the  Houjhold  oj  Faith 

Confider  we  now  the  Perfons  upon  whom 
the  Duty  in  the  Text  is  incumbent,  or 
whom  it  is  that  our  Saviour  commands  to 
make  to  them  [elves  Friends  of  the  Mammon  of 
U?2righteoujhefsy  by  giving  Alms  to  the 

-  Now  this  is  a  Duty  which  muft  evidently 
concern  every  Man  who  hath  this  World's 
Goods ,  and  Jeeth  his  Brother  have  ?ieed ;  f 
every  Man  who  does  not  want  common 
Neceffaries,  and  is  not  an  Objedt  of  Charity 
himfelf.  Men  of  low  or  moderate  For¬ 
tunes  are  apt  to  bemoan  themfelves  fadly, 
that  they  want  Abilities  for  the  Difcharge 
of  this  Duty ;  and  therefore  are  for  fhifting 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Poor,  entirely  from 
themfelves,  upon  the  Rich ;  as  thinking 
them  more  able  to  bear  the  whole  Charge, 
than  themfelves  any  Part  of  it.  But  this  is 
a  very  great  Miftake  5  for  as  the  Divine  Pro¬ 
vidence  has  thought  fit  to  make  fo  much 
Difparity  in  Mens  outward  Circum fiances  -y 
as  it  hath  placed  fome  in  a  high  and  affluent,, 
and  others  in  a  low  and  mean  Condition ; 
fo,  according  to  the  Difference  of  each  Man's 
Station  in  Life,  muft  his  Bxpences  gene¬ 
rally  be  ,  and  Perfons  of  exalted  Characters 
and  Fortunes,  have  plainly  more  Things  to 
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provide  for,  (which  muft  be  confidered  as 
Neceffaries  to  them)  than  thofe  of  inferior 
Rank ;  and  confequently  a  Man  of  mode¬ 
rate  Fortune,  may  have  it  in  his  Power, 
according  to  his  different  Rate  of  Living, 
and  in  Proportion  to  what  he  pofleffes,  to 
afford  as  much  in  ufeful  Charity,  as  the 
W ealthy  and  Great.  I  do  not  mean,  that 
he  can  actually  fpare  fo  large  an  Alms,  but 
that  he  may  with  as  little  Inconvenience  to 
himfelf,  contribute  a  fmall  Portion  out  of 
his  little,  as  the  other  can  a  great  deal  out 
of  his  Abundance.  In  Reafon  then  the 
Obligation  to  Almfgiving,  is  according  to  a 
Perfon’s  Abilities,  and  it  muft  be  a  Duty 
which  equally  concerns  ail  Ranks  and  Con¬ 
ditions  of  Men,  who  have  any  Thing  fuper- 
fluous  to  the  Maintenance  of  themfelves 
and  Families.  Nay  St.  Paul  exprefly  tells 
ns,  that  even  thofe  wdio  earn  their  Bread 
by  the  Sweat  of  their  Faces ,  are  bound  to 
give  fomewhat  to  the  Support  of  the  Needy. 
Let  him  that  foie ,  fical  no  more  ;  but  rather 
let  him  labour ,  working  with  his  Hands  the 
Firing  which  is  good ,  that  he  may  have  to 
give  to  him  that  needeth .  |j  And  therefore 
the  Advice  of  the  antient  Jewifh  Writer 
will  in  this  Cafe  be  a  good  Rule  to  regulate 
our  Condu eft  by.  Be  merciful  after  thy 
Power ,  if  thou  haft  much ,  give  plenteoufly 
if  thou  hafl  little ,  do  thy  Diligence  gladly  to 
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give  f  that  little  ;  for  fo  gather eft  thou  thy 
felf  a  good  Reward  in  the  Day  of  Neeefity.  § 
Indeed  as  to  the  precife  Proportion,  which 
every  Man  is  bound  to  give  away  in  Alms, 
that  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  determine  ; 
but  yet  this  in  general  may  be  underftood, 
by  applying  our  Saviour’s  moft  excellent 
and  equitable  Rule,  oj  doing  as  we  would  be 
done  by ,  to  the  Cafe  before  us.  For  if  we 
would  but  make  the  Cafe  of  the  helplefs 
Poor  our  own  (and  GOD  only  knows  how 
foon  it  may  be  the  Lot  of  any  of  us)  by 
fuppofing  our  felves  in  their  miferable  Con¬ 
dition  :  Let  us  then  confider,  how  it  is  we 
would  have  other  Men  affedted  towards  us. 
If  we  fhould  not  like  to  be  overlook’d  and 
flighted  by  others,  then  we  ought  not  to 
deal  fo  by  them ;  and  on  the  other  Hand, 
that  Relief  and  Compaflion  which  we  fhould 
defire  from  others,  the  fame  we  ought  in 
all  Reafon  to  make  the  Rule  and  Meafure 
of  our  Charity  to  them  :  And  if  we  would  but 
be  willing  to  do  all  the  good  to  others,  which 
our  felves  fhould  take  kindly  at  their  Hands, 
were  we  in  their  Circumftances,  we  fhould 
never  be  much  at  a  Lofs  to  diftinguifh  our 
proper  Duty,  in  this  Particular,  on  all  juft 
Occafions. 

In  the  Mofaick  Law,  was  fettled  the  exact 
Proportion,  which  the  Jews  were  indifpen- 
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Lbly  obliged  to  beftow  upon  the  Poor,  viz, 
the  thirtieth  Part  of  their  yearly  Increafe  ;  J 
and  fare  that  Man  muft  have  a  ftrange 
Opinion  of  our  Religion,  and  of  the  fupe- 
rior  Obligations  we  are  under  to  Works  of 
Mercy,  who  can  fuppofe  that  the  Charity 
of  a  Chrijlian  ought  to  be  lefs,  than  what  a 
few  was  in  ftricft  juftice  obliged  to. 

Yet  after  all,  as  the  Gofpel  has  no  where 
determined  the  exadl  Quantity  and  Propor¬ 
tion  of  our  Alms,  it  muft  be  left  in  a  great 
Meaiure  to  every  Man’s  Diferetion,  to  be 
a  tree-will  Offerings  according  to  the  Large- 
riels  of  his  Heart :  For  that  is  true  Charity, 
be  it  little  or  much,  which  a  Man  gives 
freely,  with  a  willing  Mind,  and  with  a 
tender  Compaflion  of  the  W ants  and  Mife- 
ries  of  bis  Fellow-Creatures.  And  the 
more  any  one  retrenches  from  his  Expence, 
in  Pleafure  or  Diveriions,  and  the  greater 
Share  of  his  Gains  or  Income  he  allots  for 
the  Purpofes  of  ufeful  Charity,  the  more 
Friends  will  he  make  to  him  felf  of  His  Mam¬ 
mon  of  Unright eouf nefs,  and  the  greater  ftiall 
his  Reward  be.  He  that  foweth  Jparingly , 
fall  reap  jparingly  •  and  he  that  foweth  boun¬ 
tifully ,  fall  reap  alfo  bountifully  :  Every  one 
as  he  purpofeth  in  his  Heart ,  jo  let  him  give, 
nit  grudgingly ,  or  of  Necefity,  for  God  loveth 
a  ch earful  Giver . 

t  See  Deut.  xvj.  28,  29  ;  and  xxvi. 
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This  is  the  Duty,  to  a  chearful  Difcharge 
of  which,  I  am  now  in  the 

Second  Place  to  exhort  you,  by  fuch  Ar¬ 
guments  and  Motives  as  are  proper. 

But  here,  Where  fhall  I  begin  ?  Or 
having  begun,  wrhere  (hall  I  make  an  End 
of  fuch  a  noble,  fuch  a  copious  Subjedt,  on 
which  all  the  Treafures  of  Eloquence  have 
been  exhaufted  ? 

For  let  us  cenfider  it  in  what  Light  we 
pleafe,  either  with  Regard  to  Reafon,  or 
Religion  5  either  with  Refpedt  to  our  ielves, 
or  others,  in  this  World,  or  the  next ;  as 
the  In  dances  of  its  Benefits  to  Mankind  are 
infinite,  fo  likewife  are  the  Encouragements 
we  have  to  put  it  in  Practice. 

Are  Juftice  and  Gratitude  proper  Obliga¬ 
tions  for  Men  to  adt  upon  ?  Is  the  exalted 
and  Godlike  Pleafure  of  doing  Good  a  Mo¬ 
tive  ?  Is  a  good  Reputation  both  living  and 
dying  defirable  ?  Are  Friends  ?  Are  the  Bleflf- 
ings  of  GOD  upon  our  felves,  and  all  that 
belong  to  us  in  this  World,  and  the  Joys  of 
Heaven  in  the  next,  valuable  Things  ?  Thefe 
then  are  the  Arguments,  Thefe  the  Motives, 
by  which  we  muft  enforce  the  Pradtice  of 
this  divine  Virtue. 

I.  I  fay,  we  are  obliged  to  be  liberal  to 
the  Poor  in  Point  of  Juftice.  The  Royal 
Pfalmift  hath  told  us,  that  The  Earth  is  the 
Lord's ,  and  the  Fuhufs  thereof \  and  that  he 
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hath  given  it  to  the  Children  of  Men  :  *  But 
we  cannot  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  he  has 
given  us  the  good  Things  of  this  World 
abfolutely,  to  do  what  we  will  with  ;  either 
to  hoard  them  up,  or  to  fquander  them  pro- 
fufely,  juft  at  our  Pleafure :  No,  they  are 
only  committed  to  our  Truft,  under  certain 
Reftridtions  and  Limitations,  and  with  a 
Power  to  call  us  to  an  Account  for  the  Dif- 
pofal  of  them ;  and  the  very  End  of  all 
the  Talents  and  Advantages  GOD  has  be¬ 
llow’d  upon  particular  Men,  is,  That  they 
might  be  capable  of  doing  Good  with  them ; 
That  is  the  proper  Ufe  they  are  to  be  put 
to  This  is  what  they  were  deligned  for  by 
their  bountiful  Author.  We  are  only  Stewards 
then  of  the  manifold  Bleflings  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  as  much  as  is  fufficient  to  make  a 
fukable  Provifion  for  the  Neceffities  and 
Conveniences  of  our  Selves  and  Families, 
according  to  the  Rank  and  Station  we  are 
placed  in,  is  our  own ;  but  the  Surplufage 
we  are  accountable  for  ;  that  was  not  given 
us  purely  for  our  own  Sakes,  and  for  the 
Gratification  of  our  own  private  Appetites 
and  Deli  res,  but  with  a  due  Regard  to  the 
reft  of  our  Lord's  Servants,  to  be  diftributed 
among  them,  as  every  one  had  Need. 

Thole  therefore  who  enjoy  much  more 
than  the  common  Conveniences  of  Life, 

are 
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are  under  the  ftrongelt  Obligations  to  reach 
out  their  afiifting  Hand  for  the  Relief  of 
the  miferable  and  afflidted;  and  the  more 
they  have,  the  more  ample  Returns  in  Cha¬ 
rity  may  juftly  be  kexpeded  from  them,  for 
wit  owhomjoever  much  is  given,  ojhimwiil  much 
be  required.  And  as  for  thofe  unfaithful 
Stewards,  who  either  with  the  Prodigal,  have 
lavilhed  away  their  Lord’s  Talent  in  Luxury 
and  Excefs ;  or  with  the  Mifer,  have  unprofit- 
ably  laid  it  up  in  a  Napkin ;  let  them  know, 
that  they  have  been  falfe  to  a  Trull  of  the 
higheft  Nature,  that  they  have  un  juftly 
detained,  what  GOD  intended  for  Bread 
for  the  Hungry,  and  Cloathes  for  the  Naked, 
and  for  the  Maintenance  and  Support  of 
thofe  that  were  ready  to  perifh,  and  that  a 
Day  is  coming  in  which  they  muft  render  a 
moft  fevere  Account  for  fo  doing. 

II.  We  are  obliged  to  this  Duty  of  Alms¬ 
giving  in  Gratitude  to  G  O  D  and  our  Blefied 
Redeemer.  Whoever  believes  a  GOD, 
muft  acknowledge  that  his  Life,  and  all  the 
Comforts  and  Enjoyments  of  it,  are  entirely 
owing  to  the  Bounty  of  his  Providence, 
who  giveth  us  all  Things  richly  to  enjoy ;  |j 
and  he  muft  alfo  further  acknowledge,  that 
fome  proper  Returns  of  Gratitude  muft  in 
all  Reafon  be  due  to  that  gracious  and  bene¬ 
volent 
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volent  Being,  who  filleth  all  Things  living 
with  Plenteoufnefs  *.  Thus  far  natural  Re¬ 
ligion  will  inftrudt  us :  But  when  to  this  we 
fuperadd  the  Chriftian  Revelation,  and  con- 
fider  all  thofe  mighty  Things,  which  our 
bleffed  Saviour  has  done  and  fuffered  for  us, 
and  the  Duty  of  Gratitude  to  fuch  a  Bene¬ 
factor,  returns  upon  us  with  redoubled  Force, 
with  frefh,  and  ft  ill  greater  Obligations. 
Now  we  cannot  any  otherwife  better  exprefs 
our  Gratitude  to  GOD  than,  (as  he  has 
commanded)  by  advancing  one  another’s 
mutual  Happinefs:  For  it  would  be  the 
higheft  Folly  and  Prefumption,  for  vain 
Man,  to  think  of  requiting  GOD  in  a 
proper  Senfe,  in  whom  all  Perfections  eter¬ 
nally  and  effentially  dwell ;  or  to  imagine, 
that  by  any  ACt  of  his,  he  could  add  to  the 
Glory  and  Happinefs  of  his  Redeemer,  whom 
the  Apoftle  alfo  ftiles,  GOD  bleffed  for  ever 5  § 
and  it  is  contrary  to  common  Senfe  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  meer  verbal  Praifes  and  Acknow¬ 
ledgments  can  be  a  fufficient  Return  :  What 
are  we  then  to  do  ?  How  are  we  to  fhew 
our  Thankfulnefs  to  GOD  for  all  his  Bene¬ 
fits,  and  for  all  the  Wonders  that  he  has  done 
for  the  Children  cf  Men .  |j  Himlelf  hath 
told  us ;  The  Poor ,  fays  he,  ye  have  always 
with  you 3  and  whenfoever  ye  will \  ye  may  do 
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them  good  He  has  made  them  his  Re- 
prefentatives  ;  and  by  a  mod  wonderful 
Condefcenfion,  has  conveyed  the  Right  he 
had  to  our  Kindnefs  over  to  them ;  and  has 
declared,  that  he  will  gracioufly  accept  the 
good  Offices  we  do  to  them,  in  the  fame 
'kind  Part,  as  if  they  wTere  done  immediately 
to  himfelf.  Inafmuch ,  as  ye  have  done  it 
(i.  e.  Works  of  Mercy  and  Charity)  to  one 
of  the  leaf  of  thefe  my  Brethren ,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  Me  -j-. 

III.  To  relieve  the  didreffed,  is  not  only 

*  * 

Matter  of  dried  Duty,  and  what  we  are 
obliged  to  practice  by  all  the  Ties  of  Juftice 
and  Gratitude,  but  by  Ties  of  a  nearer,  and 
more  engaging  Kind ;  fuch  as  take  hold  of 
our  Temper  and  Inclinations,  and  which 
one  would  think  it  were  impoffible  for  hu¬ 
mane  Nature  not  to  comply  with. 

To  pity  the  Misfortunes,  and  to  relent  at 
the  Diftreflfes  of  others,  are  Paffions  that  as 
truly  belong  to  the  humane  Mind,  as  either 
Fear,  or  Love  \  and  are  found  in  all  Men 
more  or  lefs,  but  efpecially  in  thofe  Tem¬ 
pers  that  are  the  mod;  generous  and  humane. 
Thefe  kind  Difpofitions  feem  to  be  im¬ 
planted  in  us  by  the  God  of  Nature,  as  a 
merciful  Provifion  in  behalf  of  the  mifera- 
ble,  and  that  we  might  hence  be  mod 
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powerfully  inclined  to  help  and  comfort  one? 
another  in  Diftrefs.  And  befides,  we  fee  it 
has  all  along  been  the  Defign  of  Providence 
to  make  very  unequal  Diftributions  in  the 
Affairs  of  Mankind :  It  is  the  happy  Lot 
of  fome  to  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  Prolpe- 
rity,  while  others  are  left  to  ftruggle  all 
their  Days  with  the  Hardfhips  of  Poverty 
and  Afflictions,  to  lie  languifhing  on  lick 
Beds,  tortured  with  all  the  Pains  and  Ago¬ 
nies  of  a  perifhing  Body  ;  Others  by  unfor¬ 
tunate  Accidents  are  deprived  of  their  Limbs 
or  Senfes;  and  others  labour  under  a  perpetual 
Anguifh  both  of  Body  and  Mind,  entirely 
loft  to  all  the  Comforts  and  Enjoyments  of 
Life.  Now  it  would  be  hard  to  reconcile 
all  thefe  Calamities  to  the  Goodnefs  of  that 
GOD,  whofe  tender  Mercies  are  over  all  his 
Works ,  •f  were  it  not,  that  hereby  an  Op¬ 
portunity  is  given  to  thole  who  are  happily 
free  from  thefe  Evils,  to  exercife  thofe  God¬ 
like  Difpofitions  of  Mercy  and  Compaflion, 
which  the  great  Creator  has  endowed  them 
with  -  and  in  Compliance  with  their  own 
natural  Inclinations  to  do  what  they  can,  to 
mitigate  every  Trouble,  and  alleviate  every 
Misfortune,  their  Species  is  liable  to. 

And  fure  to  do  io,  cannot  fail  of  admini- 
ftering  the  moft  exalted  Pleafure  to  a  bene¬ 
volent  Mind  j  For  what  Entertainment  can 

be 
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be  fo  fuitable  to  the  Soul  of  Man,  as  the 
pleating  Reflection  on  its  own  good  Actions, 
that  it  has  imitated,  tho’  in  a  lower  Degree, 
the  Divine  Perfections,  and  in  fome  Meafure 
made  up  the  teeming  Defeats  of  Providence  ? 
The  Delights  of  Senfe,  as  they  are  fhort,  fo 
are  they  empty  and  unlatisfying,  they  always 
end  in  Anxiety  and  Loathing  ;  and  if  Crimi¬ 
nal,  in  Terror  of  Confidence,  and  Heavi- 
nets  of  Heart :  But  the  Delight  which  flows 
from  a  Remembrance  of  our  good  Deeds, 
is  permanent  and  lafting,  and  fuch  as  neither 
the  Power  of  Time  nor  Chance  can  rob  us 
of.  The  Reflection  which  every  good  Man 
mutt  have  upon  the  Bowels  he  has  refrefhed, 
and  the  miferable  Objects  he  has  relieved, 
will  be  a  continual  Feait  to  him  ;  the  fea- 
fionable  Support  he  has  lent  to  a  linking 
Friend,  and  the  cheating  Peace  he  has  ad- 
miniftered  to  the  troubled  Spirit,  will  afford 
fuch  a  perpetual  Stock  of  Comfort  to  his 
own  Mind,  as  the  molt  promifing  Gaities  in 
this  World,  and  all  we  can  delire  in  it,  are 
not  to  be  compared  to  ;  fo  true  is  the  Obler- 
vation  of  Solomon ,  That  the  mcrcijul  Man 
doth  Good  to  his  own  Soul .  |j 

Whereas  on  the  contrary,  He  that  is  void 
of  Compaliion  to  the  Needy  and  Afflicted , 
whole  Soul  does  not  relent,  and  his  Bowels 
yern,  at  the  Mifery  and  Diftrefs  of  others  * 
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a.nd  who  can  find  in  his  Heart  to  deny  them 
Relief,  when  it  is  in  the  Power  of  his  Hand 
to  give  it,  muft  be  looked  on  as  an  inhu¬ 
mane  Wretch  degenerated  from  the  Nature 
of  his  Kind,  into  the  favage  Difpofition  of 
the  brute  Beajis  that  perifh . 

IV,  The  Duty  enjoined  in  the  Text,  is 
not  only  a  delightful  Exercife,  and  fuch  as 
gratifies  pur  beft  and  nobleft  Inclinations, 
but  is  alfo  highly  conducive  both  to  our 
temporal  Intereft  and  eternal  Felicity. 

By  being  beneficent  and  charitable,  we 
take  the  likelieft  Courfe  to  procure  ourfelves 
a  good  Reputation  both  living  and  dying  ; 
which  is  a  Thing  fo  very  defirable,  and  of 
fuch  lingular  Advantage  on  many  Accounts, 
that  Solomon  has  told  us,  A  good  Name  is 
rather  to  he  chofen  than  great  Riches .  *  And 
the  fame  wife  Author  hath  alfo  allured  us, 
that  The  Memory  of  the  jufl ,  (i.  e.  the  mer¬ 
ciful  Man)  Jhall  he  hie  fed  >  •f  that  his  chari¬ 
table  Ads  will  tranfmit  his  Name  and  Cha- 
rader  with  Honour  to  Pofterity.  And  in¬ 
deed  this  Tribute,  which  is  fo  juftly  due  to 
the  Merits  and  Memories  of  good  Men, 
feldom  fails  of  being  paid  with  Intereft  after 
their  Deaths,  however  their  Virtues  may 
have  been  fullied  and  obfcured  by  Envy  and 
Detradion  in  their  Life-time, 

Again, 
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Again,  For  I  can  but  juft  mention  thefe 
Things,  by  difpofing  of  the  Mammon  of 
Unrighteoufnefs  in  Works  of  ufeful  Charity, 
the  Text  fuppofes  we  fhall  make  to  our 
felves  Friends ;  and  how  many  and  great 
Bleftings  accrue  to  Mankind  from  Friend- 
fhip,  none  can  be  ignorant,  who  have  ever 
experienced  it.  For  hereby  the  Bleftings  of 
Profperity  are  not  only  fecured,  but  doubled; 
and  fhould  the  Scene  change.  Relief  and 
Support  is  the  leaft  we  can  expedt  from  our 
Friends  in  Adverfity  :  And  fure  a  more  na¬ 
tural  Way  cannot  be  taken  to  engage  other 
Men  in  our  Interefts,  than  by  doing  them 
Good,  and  being  of  kind  and  merciful  Dif- 
pofitions  to  all,  but  efpecially  thole  that  are 
in  Want. 

But  hereby  we  not  only  procure  the  Fa¬ 
vour  of  Men,  but  we  alfo  make  GOD 
our  Friend ;  we  intereft  Fteaven  in  our  Be¬ 
half,  and  entitle  our  felves  to  the  fpecial 
Care  and  Protedfion  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence.  He  that  fheweth  Pity  to  the  Poor, 
lendeth .  unto  the  Lord ;  and  that  -whit  h  he 
hath  given,  will  he  pay  him  again.  _f  The 
good  Influences  of  this  Virtue  are  not  con¬ 
fined  only  to  our  felves,  but  will  reach 
even  our  Relations  and  Pofterity,  by  de¬ 
riving  a  large  and  extenfive  Blefling  to  all 
that  belong  to  us;  and  in  this  Senle  1  under- 

ftand 
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ft  and  the  Ohfervation  of  holy  David ,  I  have 
been  youngs  but  now  am  oldy  (fays  he)  yet 
Jaw  I  never  the  Righteous  (i.  e.  the  charitable 
Man)  forfaken ,  nor  his  Seed  begging  their 
Bread.  *  Nay,  when  Sorrow  and  Afflic¬ 
tion  take  hold  of  us,  when  Pain  and  Sick- 
nefs  and  Death  approach,  when  all  earthly 
Comforts  fail,  and  this  World,  and  all  the 
Glories  of  it  fade  and  vanifh.  Then  Blejjed 
is  the  Man  that  hath  provided  for  the  Sick 
and  Needy ,  for  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  ill 
that  Lime  of  Trouble  :  The  Lord  fall  com¬ 
fort  him  when  he  Ueth  fick  upon  his  Bed.  J 
A  Time  of  Pain,  and  Sicknefs,  and  Death, 
cannot  be  far  from  any  of  us,  and  when 
that  evil  Day  once  overtakes  us.  What  would 
not  we  then  give,  to  be  entitled  to  the  Com¬ 
forts  which  the  merciful  and  charitable  Man 
will  be  poffefs’d  of  r  And  who  can  exprefi 
the  Bleffed nefs  of  him,  who  at  fuch  a  Time, 
hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  Help ,  and 
whofe  Hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God.  fj  The 
Reflection  a  good  Man  will  then  make  upon 
his  paft  ACts  of  Charity,  will  come  into  his 
Soul  like  a  refrefhing  Gleam  of  Light,  and 
will  give  him  a  kind  of  Foretafte  of  that 
infinitely  greater  Happinefs  refer ved  for  him 
in  the  Heavens. 

I  do  not  mean  that  that  any  Man  by  his 
good  Actions  can  merit  Heaven;  No,  our 

beft 

*  Pf.  xxxvii.  25.  f  Pf.  xli.  i,  3.  ||  Pf.  cxlvi.  5. 
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belt  Deeds  have  too  many  Imperfections, 
and  we  alfo  have  too  many  antecedent 
Obligations,  ever  to  merit  any  Thing  at  the 
Hands  of  GOD,  and  much  lefs  fo  great  a 
Reward  as  everlafting  Happinefs :  But  tho 
we  difclaim  the  Popish  DoCtrine  of  Merit, 
yet  we  firmly  believe,  that  good  Works  are 
not  only  conducive,  but  abfolutely  neceflaryto 
Salvation  5  and  that  there  is  no  one  particu¬ 
lar  Virtue,  to  which  the  Promife  of  eternal 
Life,  is  fo  fully,  and  frequently  made  in 
the  Sacred  Writings,  as  to  this  of  Mercy 
and  Charity  to  the  Poor.  What  elfe  can 
be  the  Meaning  of  thefe  Texts  ?  That  the 
merciful  Man  fall  obtain  Mercy.  *  —  That 
by  giving  Alms  we  provide  our  fives  Bags 
which  wax  not  old.  'f  ---  That  hereby  we 
lay  up  a  Treasure  in  the  Heavens ,  |]  — -  and 
by  a  charitable  Difpofal  of  the  MammGn  of 
JJnrighteoufnejs  fhall  be  entitled  to  an  Admil- 
fion  into  thofe  everlafiing  Habitations.  And 
in  the  Account  our  Saviour  himfelf  hath 
given  us  of  the  Day  of  Judgment,  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  that  Day  §  feem  entirely  to 
turn  upon  the  Good,  Men  have  done,  or 
negleCted  to  do,  in  this  World,  to  the  Sick 
and  Needy,  and  they  are  punifhed,  or  re¬ 
warded  accordingly.  So  that  to  be  merciful 

and 


*  Matt.  v.  7 
§  Matt.  xxv. 


f  Luke  x ii.  33, 
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and  charitable,  and  to  do  good  to  others* 
is  really  and  truly  to  do  fo  to  our  {elves, 
and  to  be  the  beft  Friends  to  our  own  In- 
tereft  and  Happinefs,  both  here  and  here¬ 
after  ;  beyond  which,  nothing  can  be  either 
faid  or  imagined  by  Way  of  Motive.  And 
therefore  I  will  now  proceed  to  the 

Third  and  laft  Thing  I  propofed,  which 
was  to  apply  what  has  been  faid  to  the 
the  Occafion  of  our  prefent  Meeting.  And 
fure  I  need  not  ufe  many  Words  in  the 
Application,  for  whatever  Arguments  I  have 
brought  to  urge  the  Practice  of  Alms-giving 
in  general,  come  with  united  Force  when 
applied  to  this  particular  Charity,  which  has 
every  Advantage  that  can  poflibly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  Encouragement  of  a  prudent 
Man. 

The  Ufefulnefs  of  thelepublick  Inftitutions, 
and  the  Benefits  accruing  from  them,  have 
been  fo  largely,  fo  accurately,  and  judicioufly 
difplayed  by  thofe  who  have  gone  before  me 
in  this  Office,  that  the  Subject  is  entirely  ex- 
haufted  nothing  new  either  can,  or  need 
be  faid  in  Favour  of  them.  Experience, 
aud  the  Number  of  Infirmaries  lately  eredled, 
have  abundantly  {hewn  the  Pradticablenefe 
of  thefe  generous  and  pious  Schemes :  The 
Encouragement  and  Support  they  have  met 
with  from  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  and  Deno¬ 
minations,  and  dpecially  from  thofe  of  the 

moil 
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moft  exalted  Fortune  and  Quality,  and 
greateft  Abilities,  have  fufficiently  filenced 
every  Objection  that  could  be  made  againft 
them  :  And  the  Thoulands  of  miftrable 
Objedls  which  have  been  relieved  and  cured 
in  thefe  Infirmaries,  during  the  fhort  Time 
they  have  been  eftablifhed,  do  loudly  pro¬ 
claim  the  Benefits  they  bring  to  publick 
Society  in  general ;  and  in  particular,  to  thofe 
moft  ufeful  Members  of  it,  the  Indufirious 
Poor. 

Such  in  general  is  the  Excellence  of  thefe 
charitable  Foundations,  to  which  I  am  now 
to  exhort  you  to  a  liberal  Contribution  ;  and 
the  Occafion  muft  bear  me  out,  while  I 
briefly  mention  a  few  of  the  moft  obvious 
and  peculiar  Advantages  which  fo  juftly  en¬ 
title  them  to  the  Approbation  and  Support 
of  the  beft  and  wifeft  Men. 

In  the  Infirmary  the  beft  Provifion  is 
made  for  the  moft  real  and  deferving  Objects. 
Here  lazy  and  clamorous  Poverty  will  find 
no  Relief :  The  profligate  wandering  Beggar, 
with  his  pretended  Lamenefs  and  counter¬ 
feit  Sores,  which  fo  often  deceive  the  Inex¬ 
perience  and  Good-nature  of  private  Perlons, 
will  here  meet  with  no  Encouragement : 
All  Fraud  and  Impofture  of  this  Kind  muft 
infallibly  be  difcovered,  as  foon  as  enquired 
into,  and  none  but  real  Objed:s  can  poftibly 
be  admitted  to  a  Share  in  this  Charity  :  And 

E  as 
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as  for  thofe  that  are  truly  fo,  the  Sick  and 
Lame  Foory  who  in  their  own  Habitations, 
would  be  in  Danger  of  being  neglected  and 
overlooked,  and  either  have  no  Advice,  or 
fuch  as  frequently  proves  worfe  than  none, 
will  here  meet  with  all  the  Afliftance  that 
'  the  Knowledge  and  Experience  of  Phy- 
iicians  and  Surgeons,  the  moft  eminent  in 
their  Profeflion,  can  furnifh  them  with : 
Not  to  mention  that  here  alfo  thofe  honour¬ 
able  and  ufeful  ProfelTors,  from  the  Variety 
of  Cafes  which  muft  neceffarily  occur  to 
their  Obfervation,  will  have  a  happy  Oppor¬ 
tunity  of  improving  their  Knowledge,  and 
enlarging  their  Skill  and  Experience  in  the 
yet  doubtful  Powers  of  Medicine,  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  as  may  be  of  the  greateft  future 
Service  to  Mankind,  *  Here  the  poor 

Patients 

*  Some  of  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians,  particularly 
Hipocrates  among  the  Antients,  and  Harvey,  Riverius , 
Sydenham,  and  Baglivi,  among  the  Moderns,  have  {hewn 
what  moft  ufeful  Improvements  in  the  Art  of  Phyfick  may 
be  made  by  Obfervation  and  reafoning  upon  a  Variety  of 
particular  Fadls  and  Cafes.  And  the  great  Advantage  of 
this  Method,  is  well  fet  forth  by  the  ingenious  and  learned. 
Author  of  the  State  of  Phyfick,  Antient  and  Modern  : 
Some  Pafiages  of  which  to  this  Purpofe  I  {hall  take  the 
Liberty  to  quote.  Speaking  of  Hypocrates,  he  fays  :  “  lie 
“  certainly  put  us  in  the  right  Way  of  Proceeding,  and  if 
ever  Phyfick  be  brought  to  Perfection,  it  muft  be  by  his. 
“  Method,  viz.  Judicious  Obfervation,  and  voife  Reafoningd'* 
Clifton’j  State  of  Phyfick,  &c.  p.  17. 

And  again,  fpeaking  of  the  Infufhciency  aud  Uncertainty 
#f  the  beft  Syfiems  and  Theories ;  he 'fays,  p.  132,  133. 

4t  That 
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Patients  will  not  only  be  accommodated  with 
judicioufly  prefcribedand  well  prepared  Medi¬ 
cines  ; 

That  Phyfick  is  improvable  only  by  Obfervation ;  and 
“  that  the  Theories  of  late,  have  wanted  no  Ingenuity  to 
41  frame  ’em,  or  Authority  to  fupport  ’em,  yet  for  Want 
“  of  a  good  Foundation  in  Nature,  the  very  bed  of  them 

“  have  many  Flaws.- - That  between  Theory  and  Practice 

“  there  is  a  wide  Difference  ;  and  without  attending  nicely 
“  to  Symptoms,  efpecially  in  acute  Cafes ,  let  a  Man’s  Learn' 

<f  ing  be  as  great  as  you  pleafe,  ’ tis  impoflible  his  Pradice 

“  fhould  not  be  very  precarious. - That  a  Man  may 

“  happen  to  become  eminent,  but  can  never  underhand 
“  Phyfick  without  Obfervation ,  which  is  certainly  all  in  all.” 

And  he  thus  goes  on,  p.  162.  u  Our  learned  Countryman 
“  Harvey  might  have  been  of  more  Service  to  us,  than  all 
“  the  Thetrifs  put  together,  if  we  could  have  prevailed 
“  upon  our  felves  to  have  fiudied  Falls  more,  and  the  na- 
“  tural  Confequences  of  them.  But  inhead  of  that,  many 
44  of  his -Followers  (notwithhanding  his  good  Example)  have 
“  dealt  wholly  in  Theory ,  and  amufed  the  Publick  with 
“  little  elfe  but  idle  Inventions ,  and  learned  Conundrums  : 

4i  A  hrange  Way  of  improving  an  Art  that  depends  en- 
“  tirely  upon  Experiment  and  Obfervation.  And  in  his 
Plan  for  the  improvement  of  Phyfick,  he  thus  proceeds, 
p.  166.  “  Phyficians  ought  to  reject  every  Thing  that  is 

doubtful  and  perplexed,  and  to  cultivate  the  Bufinefs  of 
41  Obfervation ,  in  the  beh  Manner  it  is  capable  of ;  and  that  * 
“  by  this  Means  we  hull  come  (if  ever  we  can  come)  to 
“  the  true  Knowledge  of  Difeafes,  and  the  reaiief  Method 
i(  of  curing  them.”  And  therefore  in  order  to  colled  a 
Number  of  Falls  fufficient  to  ground  a  good  Syfem  upon, 
he  advifes,  p.  17 1 .  “  That  three  or  four  Pcrfons  of  proper 
“  Qualifications,  fhould  be  employed  in  the  Infirmaries 
“  (where  to  be  fure  the  greateft  Variety  are  to  be  met  with) 
t(  to  fet  down  the  Cafes  of  the  Patients  there  from  Day  to 
44  Day,  candidly  and  judicioufly,  without  any  Regard  to 
61  private  Opinions,  or  publick  Sy ferns,  and  at  the  Yeai’s 
“  End  to  publifh  thefe  Falls,  juft  as  they  are,  leaving  every 
(i  One  to  make  the  belt  Ufe  of  them  he  can  for  himfeif. 

“  Would  not  fome  fuch  Method  as  this  let  us  more  into 

“  the 
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does;  but  by  proper  Diet,  regular  Atten¬ 
dance,  and  due  Regimen,  will  be  reftored 
to  that  Eafe  and  Tranquility  of  Mind,  which 
in  many  Cafes  is  fo  neceffary  to  the  Cure  of 
their  Diftempers.  So  that  by  Means  of  this 
noble  Charity,  the  Lives  of  Multitudes  of 
ufeful  People,  which  muff  otherwife  in¬ 
evitably  perifh,  unpitied,  and  unrelieved,  or 
by  lingering  on  in  Milery,  prove  a  Burthen 
to  themfelves,  their  Families,  and  the  Pub- 
lick,  will  be  refcued  from  the  Jaws  of  De- 
ftru&ion,  and  delivered  from  thofe  dreadful 
Evils,  which  compleat  the  utmoft  Height  of 
humane  Mifery,  Pain  and  Sicknefs,  united 
with  Poverty. 

But  the  good  Influence  of  the  Infirmary 
extends  to  the  Souls,  as  well  as  the  Bodies 
of  the  fick  Poor  :  For  here  the  Hungry  are 
not  only  fed,  and  Medicine  given  to  heal 
their  Sicknefs ;  but  all  proper  and  reafonable 
Care  is  taken,  by  an  exa£t  Regularity  of 
Manners,  to  reclaim  them  from  their  Vices ; 

*  1  and 

“  the  Nature  of  Difeafes  in  a  few  Years,  than  all  the  Books 
**  of  ‘ Theories ,  or  even  the  Books  of  Observations  hitherto 
puhlifhed  ?  Certainly  it  would  :  And  yet  if  proper  Encou- 
«  ragement  was  given,  his  not  at  all  unlikely,  but  that 
«  Perfons  enough  would  foon  be  found,  every  Way  qualified 
“  for  fuch  an  Undertaking  ;  and  if  even  good  Salaries  were 
««  allowed  them,  and  every  Thing  made  as  eafy  and  agree- 
“  able  to  them  as  they  could  defire  ;  the  Benefit  the  Publick 
<s:  would  receive  from  them,  would  vaflly  more  than  balance 
the  Expence. Dr.  Clifton’s  State  of  P  by  fick,  fintieni  and 
filodern,  p,  172, 
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and  in  this  moil  favourable  Seafon,  while 
they  are  cxercijed  in  the  School  of  Ajjliliion , 
by  good  Books,  and  proper  Inftrudions,  to 
inculcate  the  Principles  of  Virtue  and  Reli¬ 
gion,  to  imprcfs  their  Minds  with  a  due 
Senfe  of  their  Duty,  and  confequently,  by 
the  Blefiing  ofGOD,  to  render  them  happy 
in  this  World,  and  for  ever. 

Asain.  it  is  no  fmall  Recommendation 
of  this  Inftitution,  that  here  the  united  Cha¬ 
rities  of  great  Numbers  are  happily  managed 
in  one  common  Fund,  and  by  that  Means, 
become  much  more  extenfively  Beneficial 
and  Ufeful,  than  if  difpofed  of  fingly,  in  a 
private  Manner,  to  the  Relief  of  particular 
Objedts. 

And  it  is  moreover  a  Confideration  of 
great  Weight,  in  Favour  of  the  Charity 
for  which  I  am  pleading,  that  the  Direction 
and  Management  of  it  are  in  the  Hands  of 
thofe  Noble,  Honourable,  and  Worthy  Per- 
fons,  who  fo  generoufly  contributed  to  its 
firft’Eitablifhment ;  who  ftill,  and  we  have 
the  greateft  Reafon  to  hope,  will  always  con¬ 
tinue  to  encourage  and  fupport  it.  Perfons, 
who  can  have  no  Interefts  of  their  own  to 
ferve. — Perfons,  fuperior  to  all  Temptations 
of  private  Profit  or  Advantage.— Perfons, 
who  are  not  only  an  Flonour,  but  a  Blefiing 
to  their  Country  ;  and  diftinguifhed  as  much 
by  their  Virtues,  as  their  Titles  j  and  whofe 
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Ofily  Motive,  for  engaging  in  this  bJefle^ 
Work,  could  be  nothing  elfe,  but  a  mod 
benevolent  Intention  of  doing  the  greateft 
poflible  Good  to  their  Country,  and  to  their 
indigent  Fellow-Creatures.  The  Experience 
we  have  already  had  of  their  prudent  Con¬ 
duct,  gives  us  the  bed  A  flu  ranee,  that  what¬ 
ever  is  bellowed,  be  it  little  or  much,  will 
be  faithfully  applied,  and  rendered  fervice- 
able  to  Purpofes  the  moft  extenfively  bene¬ 
ficial,  fo  as  to  become  a  conftant  Source  of 
Relief  and  Happinefs  for  the  Miferable  and 
Affiidted.  What  greater  Inducement  then 
can  a  wife  Man  have,  to  contribute  in  the 
moft  liberal  Manner  to  this  Charity,  when 
he  is  fo  well  allured,  that  whatever  he  gives 
will  be  difpenfed-  in  the  mod  frugal  and  ufe- 
ful  Way,  to  the  moft  real  and  deferving 
Ghjedts;  and  that  not  one  or  two  Particu¬ 
lars  will  reap  the  Benefit  of  his  Donation, 
but  great  Numbers  will  be  affedted”  by  it, 
and  perhaps  Hundreds  that  were  ready  to 
perifh,  have  Reafon  to  blefs  him  for  it  ?  So 
that  if  it  is  reafonable  for  a  wife  Man  to 
prefer  one  Indance  of  Charity  before  an¬ 
other,  where  it  is  impoffible  to  give  to  all, 
undoubtedly  then  the  Infirmary  bids  the 
faired  for  that  Preference,  as  being  calcu¬ 
lated,  to  anfwer  at  once,  all  the  Ends  of 
ufefui  Charity,  which  it  was  poflible  for  the 
Wit  of  Man  to  contrive. 

And 


[  33  ] 

And  now,  can  Arguments  be  wanting  to 
prevail  with  any  Man  that  confiders  thefe 
Things,  to  contribute  what  he  can  to  the 
Support  of  this  glorious  Undertaking,  when 
both  Reafon,  and  Religion,,  both  Juftice, 
and  Gratitude,  both  the  Love  of  GOD, 
and  of  his  Neighbour,  nay,  both  his  own 
Self-Love,  and  Humanity,  confpire  with 
united  Force,  to  lay  him  under  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  engaging  Obligations?  Or  can  a 
Chrijlian  Hand  in  Need  of  Motives,  to  in¬ 
duce  him  to  do  the  greatefl  Honour  both 
to  himfelf,  and  his  Religion,  to  imitate  the 
Example  of  his  bleffed  Redeemer,  whofe 
chief  Bufinefs,  as  well  as  great  Delight  ic 
was,  while  upon  Earth,  to  go  about  doing 
Good ,  *j?  and  healing  all  manner  of  Si  chief 
and  Difeajes  among  the  People  ||,  when  he 
is  fo  well  affured,  that  this  eafy,  nay  delight¬ 
ful  Tribute  of  his  Love,  will  entitle  him 
in  this  World,  to  the  Praile  and  Favour  of 
good  Men,  and  the  Bleffings  of  Providence ; 
and  in  the  next,  admit  him  to  an  eternal 
Weight  of  Glory  in  everlafting  Habitations . 

But  left  all  thefe  powerful  Arguments 
fhould  prove  ineffectual ,  Let  us  but  fuppofe 
a  Cafe,  which  I  am  lure  frequently  happens, 
and  I  doubt  is  too  frequently  overlooked  and 
negleCted  by  thofe  who  are  placed  in  happier 
Circumftances,  who  live  in  Eafe,  Wealth,. 

and 

*f  Aft;  x,  38.  |j  Matt,  iv,  23, 
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and  Plenty.  Suppofe  an  honeft  induftrious 
Labourer,  or  painful  Artificer,  who  has  all 
his  Days  rifen  up  early ,  and  late  took  Reft , 
and  eaten  the  Bread  of  Carefulnefs ;  *  who 
has  fpent  all  his  Health  and  Strength,  in 
promoting  the  Good  of  others,  in  procuring 
us  the  Accommodations  of  an  eafy  and  plen¬ 
tiful  Life ;  an  humble  Inftrument  of  much 
Good  to  Mankind,  which  it  has  been  his 
ow^n  hard  Fate  fcarce  ever  to  tafte.  Suppofe 
fuch  a  Man  languifhing  under  all  the  Ago¬ 
nies  both  of  Body  and  Mind,  which  are  the 
conftant  Attendants  of  Pain  and  Sicknefs; 
not  brought  upon  himfelf,  by  his  own  Folly 
or  Vices,  but  fubdued,  and  worn  out  by 
hard  Labour  ;  or  interrupted  in  the  pain¬ 
ful  Purfuit  of  his  daily  Bread  by  fome 
unfortunate  Accident,  or  fore  Difeafe  ; 
unable  either  to  procure  the  Medicines, 
or  Attendance,  that  might  in  any  wife 
mitigate  his  Pain,  or  aleviate  his  Diftrefs  : 
Nay,  and  all  this  Mifery  perhaps  fur¬ 
ther  aggravated  by  the  Sight  of  a  ftarving 
Family,  whofe  only  Support  depended  upon 
his  Induftry,  and  now  ready  to  perifh  them- 
felves  for  Want  of  the  common  Neceffaries 
of  Food  and  Raiment.  What  Man  of  any 
Compaffion  could  fee  fuch  a  poor  honed: 
helplefs  Creature,  who  is  Flefh  of  his  Flejh , 
and  Bone  of  his  Bone \  (offering  in  this  moft 

miferabie 
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miferable  Condition,  whofe  Heart  muft  not 
relent,  and  his  Bowels  melt  within  him? 
And  who  that  but  confiders  the  Frequency 
of  this  extreme  Diftrefs  among  the  labo^ 
rious  and.  ufeful  Poor,  and  how  infuf- 
licient  the  Parochial  Provilion  in  mod 
Places  is  for  their  Relief,  but  what  muft 
wifh,  that  there  were  fome  competent  pub- 
lick  Endowment  eftablifhed  for  that  Pur- 
pole  ?  And  who  that  withes  lb,  can  refute 
to  contribute,  when  fuch  a  favourable  Op- 
portunity  offers  ? 

Sh  we  have  Opportunity ,  the  Apoftle  ex¬ 
horts  us,  to  do  Good  to  all  Men .  *  And 
fure  never  can  a  more  fair  Occafion  of  ex- 
preffing  our  Charity,  never  can  a  more 
glorious  and  ufeful  Opportunity  be  found, 
of  making  to  our  felves  Friends  op  the  Mammon 
of  Unright  eoujhefs,  than  that  which  now 
prefents  it  felf.  Thofe  therefore  that  abound 
in  Wealth  and  Plenty,  cannot  fure  fail  of 
taking  the  Advantage  of  this  happy  Oppor¬ 
tunity,  both  of  (hewing  the  molt  extenfive 
Kindnefs  to  their  poor  afflidted  Brethren, 
and  of  laying  up  in  Store  for  them  felves  an 
ample  and  never -failing  Treafnre  in  the 
Heavens .  And  thofe  of  narrower  Fortunes, 
and  more  moderate  Abilities,  have  the  greateft  * 
Encouragement  to  throw  their  Mite  alfo  into 
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this  common  Stock  of  Charity  $  fince  they 
are  allured  it  will  be  of  the  greateft  Ser¬ 
vice,  and  that  they  alfo  Jhall  be  accepted ,  not 
according  to  what  they  have  not ,  but  accord - 
ing  to  what  they  have ;  and  that  Chrift 
himfelf  has  promifed,  that  he  will  not  only 
take  Notice  of,  bat  abundantly  recompenfe 
the  moft  inconfiderable  Inftance  of  their 
Good-will.  Infomuch  that  whofoever  Jhall 
give  to  drink  to  one  of  thefe  little  Ones ,  but  a 
Cup  of  cold  Water ,  in  the  Name  of  a  Difciple , 
Jhall  in  no  Wife  lofe  his  Reward .  jj 

There  is  one  Particular  more,  which  I 
cannot  but  mention ;  and  I  am  forry  the 
Situation  of  our  Affairs  both  at  Plome  and 
Abroad,  give  me  fo  juft  Qccafion  to  men¬ 
tion  it.  We  are  at  prefent  engaged  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  expend  ve  foreign  War,  again  ft 
two  of  the  moft  powerful  States  upon  the 
Continent,  while  at  the  fame  Time,  an  un¬ 
natural  Rebellion  has  broke  out  within  this 
Kingdom,  and  which,  there  is  too  much 
Reafon  to  fear,  will  be  fupported  by  an  In- 
vafion  either  from  one  or  both  of  the  Powers 
with  whom  we  are  at  War.  Now  who 
that  confiders  this,  and  obferves  with  what 
a  furpriiing  Progrefs  Wickednefs  of  all  Kinds 
has  prevailed  amongft  us  like  an  overflowing 
Stream  ?  Who  that  obferves  the  prodigious 
Jnereafe  of  Pride,  and  Luxury,  of  Perjury, 

and 
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and  Corruption,  of  Irreligion  and  Profane- 
nefs,  and  above  all  of  our  inteftine  Factions, 
and  Divilions,  both  in  Church  and  State, 
but  what  muft  dread  the  Confequence  of 
thefe  Things  ?  which  threaten  us  with  no 
lefs  than  publick  Confufion  and  national 
Ruin ;  and  unlefs  GOD  is  much  more 
merciful  to  us,  than  our  many  and  great 
Sins  have  deferved,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will 
terminate  in  the  Deftrudtion  of  both  our 
Religious  and  Civil  Liberties.  On  this  trying 
Occafion,  it  is  no  doubt  the  Duty  of  every 
one  of  us  ftrenuoufly  to  employ  thole  Powers 
which  GOD  has  put  into  our  Hands,  both 
for  our  own  Defence,  and  the  Overthrow  of 
our  Enemies ;  and  indeed  it  is  no  frnall 
Abatement  to  the  melancholy  Profpedt,  that 
fo  many  Perfons  of  the  firft  Rank  have  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfelves  in  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Manner  in  Defence  of  their  King  and 
Country.  But  yet  it  would  be  a  vain  Thing 
to  truft  entirely  to  the  Arm  of  Flefh :  For  the 
Race  is  not  always  to  the  fwift ,  nor  the  Battle 
to  the  jlrong  :  *  But  it  is  the  Lord  of  Hofls 
that  ruleth  in  the  Kingdoms  of  Men ;  and 
upon  Him  it  is,  that  we  mult  chiefly  de¬ 
pend  for  the  good  Succefs  of  our  Affairs  $ 
and  therefore  to  our  Military  Preparations, 
it  will  be  extreamly  neceflary  to  add  our 
Prayers,  and  our  Alms.  If  we  do  fo,  we 

F  2  fhall 
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fhall  have  good  Reafon  to  hope  for  a  Ble  fi¬ 
fing  upon  our  Endeavours :  And  tho’  the 
Wickednefs  of  the  Land  be  great,  yet  it  will 
be  a  comfortable  Reflection,  that  Unchari- 
tabknefs  to  the  Poor  is  not  among  the  Num¬ 
ber  of  our  National  Crimes,  and  that  there 
are  flill  more  than  a  few  righteous  Perfons 
left,  to  /land  in  the  Gap  to  tarn  away  the 
wrathful  Indignation  of  the  Lord ,  left  he 
Jhould  dejlroy  as.  And  indeed  if  any 
Thing  can  prevail  with  GOD  Almighty 
to  be  merciful  to  us,  and  to  grant  but  a 
Lengthening  to  oar  Tranquility  :  If  any  Thing 
can  cover  the  Multitude  of  the  crying  Sins 
of  this  Age  and  Nation,  it  muft  oe  that 
Spirit  of  Chanty ,  which  has  of  late  fo  glo- 
rioufly  difplayed  it  felf  in  all  Parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  of  which  I  believe  there 
never  were  at  any  T  iine  greater  In  fiances,  j| 
or  more  real  and  ufeftil  Effefts ,  and  elpe- 
dally  fince  the  Eftablifhment  of  thofe  lafl 
and  bell  Inftitutions,  the  PUBLICK  Infirma¬ 
ries.  S  And  it  is  with  Pleafure  that  every 

good 
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||  Since  the  Year  1700,  have  been  ereaed  the  Societies 
for  propagating  the  Goipel  in  Foreign  Parts,  and  for  pro¬ 
moting  Chrifuan  Knowledge  at  Home.  Many  hundreds 
of  Charity  Schools  the  Irijh  Charter  Schools;  and  within 
thde  lait  feven  Years,  have  been  mod  remarkable  great 
Collections  for  the  Sufferers  by  Fire  at  Wellingborough , 
Stony  Stratford,  and  Credit  on,  and  for  the  Poor  in  general 

during  the  hard  Froll  in  1739. 

§  In  the  Year  1719,  the  Wefiminfier  Infirmary  was  eha- 
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good  Man  muft  behold,  Perfons  of  all  Par¬ 
ties  and  Perfwalions  uniting  in  this  Labour 
of  Love :  The  pious  Meetings  occafioned  for 
the  Support  of  thefe  publick  Charities  caru 
not  fure  but  greatly  contribute  to  heal  our 
pernicious  Divifions,  to  reconcile  the  Minds 
of  Men,  and  to  allay  thofe  fierce  Heats  and 
Animofities,  which  give  the  greateft  En¬ 
couragement  to  our  Enemies,  and  which 
have  brought  us  to  the  very  Brink  of  De- 
ftru&ion  :  For  many  Times  nothing  more  is 
wanting  to  take  away  Prejudice,  to  extin- 
guifh  Hatred  and  Ill-will,  and  to  procure 
that  moft  amiable  of  all  earthly  Blefiings, 
to  fee  Brethren ,  dwell  together  in  Unity  y  J 
but  only  an  Opportunity  for  Men  to  fee* 
and  converfe  with,  and  underftand  one  an¬ 
other.  And  certainly  there  is  great  Reafon 
to  hope  for  this  good  Effcdt,  when  they 

meet 


Time  nine  more  Hofpitals  and  Infirmaries  have  been  ere&ed 
in  feveral  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  viz.  the  London  Infirmary 
and  Foundling  Hofpital,  the  Winchefier  Hofpital ,  the  Detvonfhire 
Infirmary  at  Exeter ,  and  one  for  the  City  of  Exeter ,  and  at 
Brifiol,  Bath ,  York  and  Northampton  each  one.  A  COUNTY 
Infijmary  will  be  opened  for  the  Reception  of  Patients  on 
the  firft  of  January  next  in  the  City  of  Worceder  (the  very 

Center  of  that  County.) - There  is  a  fpacious  Pile  now 

ere&ing  for  a  PUBLICK  Infirmary  at  Shrenvjbury.- — -And  I 
hear  there  is  a  Propofal  for  an  F.ilablifhment  of  this  fort  at 
Lincoln  ;  as  likewife  at  Reading  in  Berk/hire ,  lor  the  Benefit 
of  the  Poor  Sick  within  fiftteen  Miles  round  the  Town  of 
Reading .  Befides,  I  am  informed  there  are  two  at  Dublin, 
and  one  at  Edinburgh .  s 
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tneei  in  the  Houfe  of  G  0  D  as  Friends ,  and 
when  they  join  fo  heartily  in  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  good  Defigns,  as  Fellow-Chriftians,  as 
Lovers  of  G  O  D,  and  Lovers  of  Mankind. 

Let  us  all  therefore  be  perfwaded  to  unite 
in  this  glorious  and  bleffed  Work,  and  let 
us  flrive  to  abound  in  it  more  and  more : 
And  if  no  other  Argument  can  prevail  with 
us,  yet  at  leaft  let  us  pity  the  bleeding 
Wounds  of  our  dear  Country,  and  by  our 
Charity  engage  Heaven  in  the  Defence  of 
our  Religion,  our  Lives,  and  Liberties,  and 
whatever  elfe  is  valuable  to  us :  And  for  this 
Purpofe,  Let  us  break  off  our  Sins  by  Repent - 
ance^  and  our  Iniquities  by  (hewing  Mercy  to 
the  Poor :  *  Affuredly  concluding,  that 
Nothing  will  fo  effectually  recommend  us  to 
the  Favour  and  Protection  of  Providence  as 
our  good  and  charitable  Actions.  Lay  up 
thy  Treasure  (fays  the  Son  of  Syraeh)  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Commandment  of  the  tuofl  Highl¬ 
and  it  (tall fight  for  thee  againfl  thine  Ene¬ 
mies^  better  than  a  mighty  Shield ,  or  a  firong 
Spear . 

But  to  conclude,  whatever  may  become  of 
us  here,  and  whatever  Changes  or  Chances 
may  befal  us  in  this  miferable  Life ;  yet  we 
are  allured  by  the  GOD  of  T ruth  him- 
felf,  that  we  fhall  certainly  fare  the  better 
for  our  good  Deeds  in  a  future  State,  and 
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that  for  what  we  lend  to  him  now,  we  (hall 
receive  a  moll  ample  Recommence  at  the  Re - 
jurreBion  of  the  Juft .  *  Then  thofe  Mo¬ 
numents  of  Charity  which  we  have  been  fo 
careful  to  ered  in  Obedience  to  our  blefled 
Redeemer  fhall  entitle  us  to  a  State  of  Hap- 
pinefs  every  Way  compleat3---/^r^  as  our 
utmoft  Wilhes,  and  lofting  as  our  Souls. 

*  Luke  xiv.  14. 


FINIS. 


By  the  fame  AUTHOR. 

AN  Affize  SERMON  ((hewing  Virtue  and  Vice  to 
be  the  great  Caufes  of  the  publick  Happinefs  and 
Mifery  of  Nations)  preach’d  at  Northampton ,  Auguji  1, 
1739.  Recommended  from  the  Bench  with  uncommon 
Applaufe  by  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Willes,  and  printed  at  the 
Requeft  of  the  High  Sheriff  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Grand  Jury. 


